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SUBJECT: POSSIBLE RENEWED PMAC ATTEMPT TO OPEN DISCUSSIONS WITH 
ERITREAN INSURGENTS 

1. A USUALLY RELIABLE SOURCE HAS INPORMED US THAT ON SATURDAY, 

JAN. 15, THE PMAC HAD INSTRUCTED THE ERITREAN COMMISSION (DR. 
lYOB GHEBRECHRISTOS AND COMPANY) TO ARRANGE TO INPORM INSUR- 
GENT REPRESENTATIVES THAT IT WAS WILLING TO SIT DOWN WITH THEM 
TO BEGIN TALKS WITHOUT ANY PRECONDITIONS. PRESUMABLY THE COMM- 
ISSION IS UTILIZING THE DELEGATION OP ELDERS TO INITIATE THE 
CONTACT AND EXTEND THE OPFER. 

2. WE HAVE NO COLLABORATIVE INPORMATION YET. MOREOVER, IT IS 
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UNCLEAR FROM OUR MEAGRE INEO WHETHER THE OPPER IS DIRECTED TO 
ONE OR BOTH ERITREAN INSURGENT GROUPS. THIS OFPER IS REPORTED 
TO BE THE PMAC RESPONSE TO THE URGINGS OP THE MILITARY (SECOND 
DIVISION) DELEGATION NOW IN ADDIS (ASMARA 0041 - I80700Z) TO 
SEEK NON-MILITARY MEANS OP ENDING CONFLICT. FROM OTHER SOURCES, WE 
HAVE BEEN TOLD THAT THE ELDERS HAVE RECENTLY OBTAINED AGREEMENT 
PROM THE GOVERNMENT TO SPEAK IN ITS NAME. ITS PREVIOUS UNOFPICIAL 
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STATUS WAS CONSIDERED A HANDICAP IN DEALING WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
OF INSURGENTS AND THE ELDERS HAD APPARENTLY BEEN PRESSING FOR 
SOME MORE REGULAR STATUS TO STRENGTHEN THEIR POSITION. PERHAPS 
THESE TWO DEVELOPMENTS ARE INTERRELATED. 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS NOTHING PARTICULARLY NEW IN THIS, ESSENTIALLY 
RENEWED, OEFER EXCEPT THE TIMING; AND THE STUMBLING BLOCK MAY 
WELL CONTINUE TO BE "NO PRECONDITIONS", SINCE THE INSURGENTS HAVE 
STEADILY INSISTED ON THE ONE PRECONDITION OF "INDEPENDENCE". 

THE TIMING OF THE PMAC OEFER MAY BE NECESSARY BECAUSE OF RECENT 
MILITARY SETBACKS, WORSENING RELATIONS WITH SUDAN, AND DISAFFECT- 
ION AMONG THE TROOPS, BUT UNEORTUNATE IN SIGNALLING TO THE INSURG- 
ENTS ITS APPARENT DEGREE OF DESPERATION. THE EPF/PLF SEEM TO 
BELIEVE THEY HAVE ACHIEVED MOMENTUM IN THE PAST PEW WEEKS AND 
MAY VIEW THIS NEW PMAC INITIATIVE AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT'S DISTRESS. THE INSURGENTS MAY NOW BE RELUCTANT TO 
TALK WHILE FURTHER SUCCESS IN THE PIELD COULD ADVANCE THEIR CAUSE 
APPRECIABLY. 

SLUTZ 
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